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ABSTRACT: Red-tide, caused by Cochlodinium polykrikoides (C. polykrikoides) that causative fishery mortality, 
impact on aquaculture and economic loss appear particularly in summer and fall seasons in the coastal waters of 
Korea. Many researchers have been performed to reduce these kinds of damage. This study proposes an algorithm 
to detect large C. polykrikoides red tide event that was appeared in the coastal waters of Korea. We propose a 
method to detect the area of red-tide occurrence by analyzing MODIS sensor image from Aqua satellite. 
Chlorophyll_a concentrations were calculated using MODIS images by an Ocean Chlorophyll 4 (OC4) algorithm. 
And then removes the non-active red-tide area by sea-surface temperature (SST).  
 
Ⅰ. INTRODUCTION 
 

Red tides became natural disasters which have serious effects on human life and exerting serious influences on 
marine ecosystems. The latest red tides' concentration gets higher and the duration does longer because optimal 
conditions that they are activated more continued as sea surface temperatures rise due to global warming (Kitaura et 
al., 2006).  

Red tides mean the phenomena that plankton which lives in the ocean reproduces, changes colors of seawater to 
brown or red, and destroys ecosystems. And even though it doesn't change the colors of seawater, organisms which 
physically damage other living things are being used by naming them Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) newly. The 
many parts of ecophysiological characteristics of causative organisms of main red tides have been studied and 
identified and a large portion of their response to environmental changes is reaching the level that utilization 
possible. But the latest red tides' occurrence and progress aspects became complicated because they are influenced 
by complicated factors including changes of marine environment, abnormal climate, and pollution load by men's 
excessive development. Furthermore, as seasonal succession is clear in the red tides which occur in the Korean 
coasts whose sea water temperatures are different from one another by season, it can be much more difficult to 
expect their occurrence. According to the characteristics of these red tides, it can be effective to detect their 
occurrence promptly and minimize damages by coping with them fast rather than expecting them in advance. 
Therefore, the necessity to build systems to monitor red tides is more urgent. 

There has not been any technology which satisfies artificial, economical, and environment-friendly conditions and 
can remove red tide organisms until now. And for the best solution, the method to reduce damages by grasping the 
characteristics of oceanography and weather conditions and information that red tides occur exactly with remote 
sensing is most realistic (The National Environmental Protection Institute, 1996; Yoon, 1999). The sensing method 
which was generally applied to reduce damage of red tides is to use drawings which are investigated through field 
investigation with vessels or airplanes. This has the disadvantages that it is difficult to grasp the flow and route of 
red tides because it costs high and the wide seas cannot be observed. The necessity of remote sensing with satellites 
was on the rise to solve these disadvantages and demand of remote sensing technologies are a growing trend due to 
the technological development.  

Many studies related to red tides utilizing the remote sensing technique have been carried out (Tyler and Stumpt, 
1989; Ahn, 2000; Suh et al., 2000; Tester et al., 1991). For the studies on occurrence of red tides until now, the 
taxonomic, physiological, ecological, and molecular biological studies have been mainly done (Lee et al., 2002; 
Yang et al., 2000; Wade and Quinn, 1980). The red tides which occur in the coast are closely connected to the 
characteristics of oceanography and weather conditions of the seas that they occur except biological and chemical 
factors (Choi, 2001; Yoon et al., 2002; Sharples, 1997). The remote sensing technique which uses satellite image 
with space time resolution has mainly been used in the field to detect occurrence and distribution of red tides in the 
studies on them. The most commonly used technique is the one to detect red tides using Chlorophyll information. 
This technique detects the seas that Chlorophyll's concentration is high using the correlation between red tides and 
it as them. The studies which detect the red tides using the Chlorophyll information that the ocean color sensors of 
visible rays including MODIS or SeaWiFS based on this correlation have been very actively arranged (Ishizaka, 
2003; Knee et al., 2006; Kitaura et al., 2006). But it has the disadvantage that the technique to detect red tides using 
Chlorophyll's concentration only has errors because the seas with the one cannot be considered as the one that they 
always occur.  



Therefore, this study suggests the method to raise accuracy to detect red tides using images of the band to detect 
Chlorophyll of MODIS/Aqua satellite and the surface sea temperature band to remove the errors which occur in the 
technique to detect the red tides using Chlorophyll.  
 
Ⅱ. DATA AND METHODS 
 

This study selected the study area and the test date based on the geographic information data of the red tides that 
National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI) provides. NFRDI makes out report data of red 
tides using preconsideration and acquisition information about the seas that they occur in the Korean coasts. The 
report data of red tides provide information including the date and time that they occur, types and density of red tide 
organisms, and water temperatures. 

The coasts of Jeollanam-do in the South Sea of Korea were set as the study area based on the red tide data which 
occurred on Aug. 26th, 2012. The used data were the images which were photographed on Aug. 26th, 2012 as 
MODIS/Aqua satellite ones that NASA provides. The data which were used in this study are the ones that the 
MODIS data were changed to the level 2 and also the ones of Chlorophyll and Sea surface temperatures (SST).  
 
 

 
Figure 1. Study area is the coasts of Jeollanam-do in the South Sea, Korea. 

 
Ⅲ. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 

The result which analyzed Chlorophyll with the MODIS images photographed on Aug. 26th, 2012 has found that 
there was the distribution of 0 ~ 5 ㎎/㎥ in the study area. But Chlorophyll's concentration is more than 15 ㎎/㎥ 
in the coastal areas. 
 



 
Figure 2. The distributions of Chlorophyll on Aug. 26th, 2012. 

 
Figure 2 is the distribution of Chlorophyll in the study area using the MODIS Chlorophyll data. The zone except 

the blue color pixel values can be the location that red tides occurred. But it is judged with Chlorophyll's 
concentration as mentioned in the early beginning, the Korean southern coasts include the errors that most of them 
are judged as the red tide areas. Therefore, if the concentration scope of Chlorophyll is limited and applied by the 
more than values of 6 ㎎/㎥, it is thought that more detailed results can be obtained (Fig. 3).  
 

 
Figure 3. The data which extract Chlorophyll. The only pixel with the concentration values of more than 6 ㎎/㎥ 

which was considered as the one that red tides occur. 
 



 
Figure 4. The data which extract SST. The only pixel with the temperature values of between 24℃ and 31℃ which 

was considered as the one that red tides occur. 
 

Chlorophyll's concentration is set as the concentration that red tides can occur and the MODIS SST data 
photographed on the same date were also limited and extracted by the temperature that they can do (Fig. 4).  

It tried to extract the only seas that red tides occur by adding the data of Figure 4 to indicate water temperatures 
that they can do in the analytical data of Chlorophyll's concentration which can be thought to cause the red tides 
shown in Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 5. The area that red tides can occur which Chlorophyll and SST were added and analyzed. 

 
The results were shown in Figure 5. The results which applied Chlorophyll's concentration and the optimal SST 

have found that a considerable portion of Chlorophyll was removed from the data that it was first extracted. But 
when it was compared to the geographic information data of the red tides that NFRDI provides, there was no the 
result which exactly accorded with the distribution of the red tides that actually occurred. It is thought to be because 
many factors including weathers, suspended solid, nutrient salts, and salinity which have the effect on occurrence of 
the red tides were not considered. 
 



 
Figure 6. The data to monitor red tides on Aug. 26th, 2012 that NFRDI provides. 

 
Ⅳ. CONCLUSIONS 
 

Increase of the red tides' concentration and temporal and spatial diffusion become the problems as one of the 
results of global warming, abnormal climate according to it, and climate changes. It is expected to be connected to 
economical and environmental problems and preparation of measures to reduce damages is urgent. This study tried 
to detect red tides utilizing the satellite to suggest an alternative to monitor them as it is time-consuming and 
expensive and was carried out to reduce errors of Chlorophyll which was suggested as the existing problem. 

The result which limited, added, and analyzed Chlorophyll's concentration and SST to be considered that red tides 
can occur in the existing studies has found that a considerable portion of errors could be more removed compared to 
the cases that they are detected with Chlorophyll only but there was the difference between it and the scope of the 
red tides observed from the field. It is thought to be because various natural factors which have effects on their 
occurrence and the duration were not considered.  

This study was carried out to detect red tides exactly and promptly with the satellite and showed the primary 
result. Next studies which consider the characteristics of MODIS Satellite by band and organisms, inorganic 
matters, and suspended solid detected from the sea surface will be carried out. It is thought that the detected result 
needs to be quantitatively evaluated. 
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