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Abstract: 

In the same way as for Meteorology, Science, Telecommunications and Navigation, the value-added brought by the satellites for observing the Earth has become more and more an evidence, to such a point that they appear now totally  indispensable 

With Earth Images covering domains as diverse as agriculture, land administration, defence and homeland security, disaster risk reduction, forest monitoring, mapping, maritime and coastal surveillance, water management, etc.., Earth observation is clearly now a powerful tool capable of supporting the national policies of every country in the World.

Simultaneously, the number and variety of sensors in orbit have significantly increased offering images anytime, anywhere.  

This paper is presenting some of our recent Airbus Defence & Space products (optical and radar satellites, constellations, multi satellites reception terminal , applications & services) and explains that Earth observation has become accessible to any budget for every country, as it ranges from Images delivery up to Earth observation turnkey in-orbit system delivery. 

Among other subjects, the presentation will address:

· a short description of Airbus Defence & Space organization and a quick presentation of our portfolio

· a presentation of Airbus Defence & Space new products : optical and radar 

· an analysis of advantages and drawbacks of optical and  radar satellites and a conclusion on their complementarity 

· a promising axis of development for the future: the persistent Earth observation from the geostationary orbit: GO3S

· an approach which might be of interest to share the costs of Access to Space: the Hosted Payloads 

· the multi mission receiving station : a new ground segment versatile and cost effective

· Value-Added products: Applications & Services

· some examples of Airbus Defence & Space experience in the domain of customer capability building
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